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Delnocrattc Meeting! 
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At a public meeting of demoerata, holden 
according to previous notice at the School- 
bousein La Salle, on the 27th of June, A. 
D. 1843, for the purpose of adopting inoas- 
urea to preserve tbo purity of the elective 
franchise, and promote the principles of the 
Democratic Party ; Wm. Bvrue, Esq. of 
La Salle, was appointed President; Dan¬ 
iel Cosgrove and David Roe, Vice Presi¬ 
dents ; E. M. Moore and Charles Noble, 
Sacretaiies. 

By request of the President, the objects 
of the meeting were stated by Ambrose 
O’Connor, Esq. of Peru : and upon mo¬ 
tion of Dr. T. VV. Hennessey, a commit¬ 
tee of nine was appointed by the president, 
to draft a preamble and resolutions, ex¬ 
pressive of the sense of the meeting: 
whereupon the following named persons 
were appointed : 

Ambrose O’Connor, George \V. Gilson, 
Daniel Cosgrove, Thomas VV. Hennes¬ 
sey, E. M. Moore, E. Kellev, D". Sullivan, 
Richard Cody, and Wm. Dempsey ; who 
reported to the meeting the following pre¬ 
amble and resolutions, which were unani¬ 
mously adopted. 

The adoption of the resolutions was ably 
and eloquently advocated by Geo. W. Gil¬ 
son, Esq, who in commenting upon them, 

aaa upon the measiirpi. qf ' 

garlics of the day, occupied the attention of 
the audience for nearly two hours, and was 
listened to by all with much interest; which 
was often exhibited during the course of 
his reinarks by loud and repeated cheers. 

On 'rhotion of A. O’Connor, Esq. a 
committee of seven was appointed, to at- 
tend to the interests of the Democratic 
?arty in this portion of La Salle County, 
consisting of tho following named gentle¬ 
men : Geo. W. Gilson, D. Cosgrove, A. 
O’Connor, Richard Cody, Jamas O’Con¬ 
ner, Wm. Byrne, aiW Thomas W. Hen¬ 
nessey. 

On motion of Thomas W. Hennessey, 
a committee was appointed to wait upon 
tho Hon. Richard Murphy, upon his arri- 
ral at Ottawa, '.ud request him to visit 
LaSalle and Peru, and address their citi. 
zens, at his earliest convenience. 

PBEAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS. 

AVhereas, a convention to make nom¬ 
inations for a political party, to be sustain¬ 
ed by that party ought to be a deliberate 
body, to canvass the merits, qualifications 
and acceptability of persons whose services 
may be demanded, in order to sustain the 
acknowledged principles of the party to 
which such persons belong ; and whereas 
the convention system repudiates the idea 
of any person or persons seeking and de¬ 
manding office, forestalling its actions, or 
packing its members, merely to register 
the foregone decrees of any cabal or clique’, 
and whereas a convention which refuses to 
enquire into alleged frauds, intrigues and 
eorruptims, in the selection of its own 


members, when resptclfully asked by one 
ofits own body, or refuses to expliciily ac¬ 
knowledge when offered cardinal principles 
of democracy for its approval, and is not, 
in the language of John C. Calhoun, 
^'fairly called and justly constituted ; that 
does not allow ample time for the full deveh 
opement of public opinion, and does not rep¬ 
resent fully, equally and fairly the voice of 
the majority of the party and has not, in 
the language of Martin Van Buren,” 

“ adopted every precaution to secure, through 
the inslrumentaliiy of the convention an hon- 
est and full expression of the wishes and 
opinions of the majority of their political as¬ 
sociates, is destitute of all those moral sane- 
tions which gioe binding efficacy to its acts 
and whereas the nomination of John Weiit- 
worth by I he convention holden at Juliet, 
as a candidate for lepresentativo of the 
fourth Congressional District of the State 
of Illinois, to be supported by the demo- 
cratic party, was accompanied by such 
conclusive evidences of fraud and corrup¬ 
tion on the part of Wentworth and his 
friends to secure his nomination, and fdi 
which there ca» be neither palliation nor 
denial ; and whereas said convention, by 
stifling enquiry as to the right of certain 

persons to hold seats .as delnyatp=m 
I__ uuu uy reiusing to examine in¬ 

to tho truths of the charges then and there 
publicly made, of fraudulent practices, cor¬ 
rupt measures, and undue influences having 
been used in tho framing and organization 
of the convention, and by other acts, clear¬ 
ly showing that the convention had widely 
departed from tho democratic principle of 
doing equal and exact justice to all, and 
were determined to force upon the party a 
candidate deservedly ebnoxious to the peo¬ 
ple : Therefore . 

1. Resolved, That the resolutions offered 
in the late congressional convention lor 
this district, by Richard Murphy, of Lake 
county, and of the delegates thereto, we*e 
imperatively demanded and fully justified 
as subsequent evetits have amply proved, 
and that the refusal of that convention to 
entertain them or even to suffer debate up¬ 
on them, only proclaim more loudly tie 
corruption of that body. . 

2. Resolved, That in the resolutions of¬ 
fered to that convention by other delegates 
from Will county, wo^recognize the as- 
knowledged creed of democracy, as pro¬ 
mulgated by Van Buren & Calhoun, andin 
the act of that convention by which the 
principles set forth in those resolutions 
were not acknowledged as worthy to be 
cherished and practised, we perceive plain¬ 
ly the disreputable means by which the 
majority of that body was constituted. 

3. Resolved, That the acts of a con- 
vention can only bind a political party whan 
that convention is fairly called and jusdy 
constituted, and gives an honest and full ex- 
pression of the wishes of a majority of their 
political aseociates.” 


4. Resolved, That tho nomination of 
John Wentworth for congress, made by 
tho late congressional convention in this 
district, is destitute of all those high moral 
sanctions so imperiously called for in ad- 
vocacy of democratic principles, and there¬ 
fore is not binding upon us as democrats, 
inasmuch as it was obtained by means that 
wera unjust, unfair, corrupt, unequal, dis¬ 
honest, oppressive, and anti-domocratic in 
character, and, i f t olerated would tend 
greatly to the mja^ of the democratic par¬ 
ty, and would be casting reproach and ob¬ 
loquy upon tho glorious principles of de¬ 
mocracy, for the supremacy of which in 
unsullied purity we ever have and ever 
shall honestly contend. 

6. Resolved, That wo reject the nomi¬ 
nee of that convention and do hereby refuse 
him our support at tho coming August 
election, being well satisfied that one who 
can stoop to fraud, corruption, slander, cal¬ 
umny, and detraction to blight tho charac. 
acler and destroy the prospects of an hon¬ 
est rival for democratic honors, is base and 
unprincipled at heart, and may prove trea¬ 
cherous if the power is given him to betray ; 
one on whom no reliance can be placed— 
for whbse honesty there can be no guaran- 
warrant ; 'one 

dangerous to confide, and in whose honor 
it is madness to trust. 

6. Resolved, That as democrats, con- 
tending for democratic principles, we nei¬ 
ther acknowledge the supremacy of a 
clique nor the infallibility of a junto, but 
content ourselves with following out as far 
as practicable the maxims of Jefferson and 
Madison, as illustrated by their lives and 
wiitings, being fully resolved to be our¬ 
selves the judges of democratic doctrines, 
and also to see that they are carried out 
and maintained in their original truth and 
purity. . 

7. Resolved, That as demcraots we es¬ 
chew all corruption, fraud, low cunning, 
and mean intrigue to subservo individual 
aggrandizement wherever found, or by 
whomsoever practised, being determined 
neither to permit ourselves to be used as 
tools to advance the amibitious projects of 
unprincipled men, nor to allow the revered 
and time-honored principles of democracy 
to be prostituted by the elevation of dishon¬ 
est and maneuvering politicians, at the ex¬ 
pense of high-minded worth and uncom¬ 
promising intogrity. 

8. Resolved, That we present to the do- 
mocracy of this discriot. Dr. RICHARD 
MURPHY, of Lake, as a candidate for 
congress, in whose political character as 
exhibited by his prominent public services 
for the last five years in the halls of our 
legislature and elsewhere, we have the 
most unbounded confidence ; being well 
assured that in his keeping the interests 
and honor of the State of Illinois will be 


vigilantly guarded—the principles of de¬ 
mocracy ably and eloquen^y advocated— 
their truth vindicated and their purity 
maintained, as well in practice as iu theory, 
and \V0 call upon nil true democrats to ral¬ 
ly in his support, and by sustaining Mur¬ 
phy and triumphantly electing him repre¬ 
sentative of tho fourth congressional dis¬ 
trict in August next, to show to tho world 
that the democracy of Northern Illinois can 
be neither sold, flattered nor driven 

to support and elevate the unworthy; while 
on the contrary they are ever ready and 
ever willing to acknowledge and sustain 
true merit wheu found battling in their 
ranks, and will always cheerfMy, gladly, 
and zealously tally in the causo of the tiuo 
and honest-hearted democrat. 

9. Resolved, That we are opposed to 
tho whig doctrine of a United States Bank 
and high tariff, because they secure exclu¬ 
sive privileges to some and not equal rights 
to all, and have a direct tendency to make 
the rich richer and the poor poorer. 

10. Resolved, That the government of 
these U. S. has an undoubted right to tho 
possession of the Oregon Territory, and 
ought to take measures to settle it as soon 
as practicable. 

W. , Resolved, That we approve of the 
candidates for thenexTpresidenfiaT 
and if fairly constituted and honorably con- 
ducted, will yield our willing and hearty 
support to its nominees. 

12. Resolved, That the committee ap¬ 
pointed to attend lo lUu g&jioiai iiuciaaic or 
the democratic party in this section of the 
county, be requested to procure tho print¬ 
ing of these resolutions together with the 
proceadi.Tgs ot this meeting. 

13. Resolved, That we approve of the 
protest of the delegates who left the latp 
congressional convention, and in our opin¬ 
ion they would have dishonored themselves 
and be recreant to their principles had they 
remained in that convention longer than 
they did. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meet¬ 
ing be tendered to its officers and speakers 
for the able manner in which they have dis- 
charged their duties. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That tho proceedings of this 
meeting be signed by its officers, and their 
publication be requested in the Ottawa 
Free Trader and tho Juliet Signal, and al¬ 
so that they be published in handbills for 
circulation. • 

On motion, the meeting adjourned sine 
die. 

WJI. BYRNE, President. 

Daniel Cosgrove. 

David Roe, . J 

E. M. Moore, } 

Charles Noble, \ 
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